
In the Service of the Sultan. 
Bv H. L. ADA~I. 

Some .excitin g episodes from the ex!P.erience:s o,f an interestin.g pel"sonage - a l!.iveFpool solicito·r 
who;. although of British nationality, is yet a h igh official in t he service of the Sultan of T urkey, 

entrusted by him with many importan t missions in various parts of tne world. 

Ill 
HORT o f stature, spare, agile of body 
and mind, a voluble nnd entertain­
ing co1wei:-sa tio!1alist ~ot~ in English 
and Arabic, with <'n !immate know­
ledge of life in the East- such is 

His Excellency Sheikh Abdullah Quilliam Bey 
Effendi, a trusted official <lnd emiss .. ry of H .M. 
the Suhan of Turkey. By profiession a solicitor 
of Liverpool, with an t!Xh::nsnve 
practice, Mr. Qt1iUiam yet cm1 . 
triv,es to devote consideralile 
time and energy to racial di(. 
ferences :a nd d issEmsions in the 
land of the Crescent. I recen tly 
had the pleasure of an inter­
view with him in Li\'e rpool, on 
behalf of THE WwE WOkLP 
M AGAZENE, when he ktpit me 
deeply interested and enter­
tai nt:d with the recita I of 
some of his ma~y adven­
tures whilst h:1 t he se rvice of 
the Sultan. 

Mr. Qui~l iam has a very high 
opinijon -=if the Sultan) describ­
ing him as aru extremely nice 
man to deal w.ith. Although 
O\'er sixty years of age, the 
Sultan is still very acfo·e both 
irn body and mind. He has 

officer near at ha nd, " A man us fovelli ng a 
revoh·er at me yonder; arrest him!" I mme· 
diately the mar1 was seized and th e pistoi taken 
from him. Then the wo uld-be assassin was 
brought before His :\fajesty. It tra nspired th:tt 
he was am official wiho had Leen disappointed 
in n :gard to promotion. 

'' Why did you not shoot when you had the 
revoker pointed a t me ?' 1

' 

.asked the Sultan. 
"I tried three times," all · 

swered the prisoner. 11 But 
Allah wouldn't Id me!" 

The S ultan d id not punish 
him, but gave h im the promo­
tion he had sou~h~ and he 
became as strong an ad he rent 
of H is Majesty as he had 
formerly been .a.n antagonis t. 
Such is diplomacy in the Enst. 

I will now proceed to relate 
a couple of Mr.. Qu illia m's 
ad\·en tures much as he wld 
t hem to me. 

a halbit of cons t::Ulltll! looking MR. Q V I Lll.I A.M , A.N' EMl'SBNT LIVBRPOOI . SOb!<;!TQ R, 
J WllO IS Il l. SO A TRUSTHD OPl' ICJAL AND EMl~SARV 

The date was the 20th of 
February, 19 05. Accord ing to 
Turkish time the hour was 
seven o'clock in the morning 
- equmvalent to one hour arter 
midnight. T he place was 1 he 
littl e town of Resina, in Rou­
melia. The ground was snow-

askance at people out of the 
corner of his. e}'es, except in the 
case of a man he is called upon 
to t rust, when he directs a t him a !keen and 
searching glance-the look of a 1111an who 
for years has had to read the w ry minds of 
those a tio.ut him. Th~t his exist e11<:e is Mt 
a[together a bed of roses; and that he 
is not by any means lacking in persona I 
courage, tlhe following little incident, re latt d by 
M r. Quill itam , will show. One day, while seakd 
in t!he Throne Room, His :Majest)' perceh·ed. out 
of th e: co rne r of his eye that .a man was. }e \'e lling 
a revolver at him. E re he could speak, how­
e ver, the weapon was lowered. Three ti mes 
thi s pt rformanee was repeated, but the wea.pon 
was not fired.. The Sultan never even turned 
his head, hut under his. breath remarked to an 
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laden, I.J ut the snow in lhe 
streets had been by the cotl!ltant passing ~tld re­
passing or buElock wagons churned int9 mud and 
slush) which lay a foot de~IP'· The last expiring 
vi br:Mi:ons of th~ chimes h::id scarcely d ied out 
wlhen I, in com pan)' with a de tachment of thirty 
mounted T urkish soldiers, took to the unpleasant 
road, leavinv; R esina bd1ind. The soldiers were 
in command of Captain Zia Bey and two non­
com missioned officers, and we wc:r'e also nccom­
panied hy four gen darmes and a doctor. When 
we moved out of the Rt:sina q narters nobody 
but CaiJtain Zia. Bey and mysdf knew what was 
to be om destination or our mission. As a 
ma'Uer of fact, we had ::i very s,erious business irt 
hand, nothi ng less than the projected capture of 

Original from 
UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII



Z22 THE WIDE WORLD MAGAZINE. 

so me brief in s truc · 
tions to the non - com­
m issioned officer~, divided 
his t roop :into two com· 
pan ies, directing th e 
s maller orne, wh ich was 
p)aced under the leader­
ship of one of the oor­
po ra!s, to proceed alorng 
the track which followed 
the bed of tl1e river; while 
the orher, the larger o ne, 
under the direction of the 
commnnd,e r, witlh whom I 
remained, fo llowed the 
well -beaten mule track, 
which trended. due 111orth. 
Our d~stination was the 
B ulgar villag<: of K rivenm. 

It was alJ.om an hour 
before sunrise that we a.r­
ri vi:d at the entrance of 
the village. The captain 
called a halt, a nd the sol­
diers dismounted quietly 
and. threw rugs o.,,·er the 
hac'ks of tht"ir horses. 
The night was i11 tensely 
cold and snow Jay t hick 
all round. For t he space 
of abou t ten minutes we 
remained still, amidst a 
s il ence profound as 
tliat of the grave. Then 
sudde nly there arose a 

t 

pcculbr hoarse sound, like the cawing of 
a <'rO\V .nroused fro m his nocturnal slum­
ht!rs. It proreeded from the bed of the 

•· rn~ c .. r·T•m <!ALI.ED A HA• T . ·river, and was responded to by another 
"caw-caw" from a human c row. It was, oll:'<D T UB sm UIMl'i O l b lUWNT&:.I 

QUl!;T LV." 
in fact , n. s ignal from one company to the 

other. Soon a fter we joined hands again. Then 
proc-eeded ::i. s wift m arsharni ng of forces. E''e ry 
entrance to the '' illage was gua rded, soldiers 
being a lso stationed upon all the surrou111 ding 
hi~ls, so that nobody couM possibly leave t he 
place without being observed. Next we formed 
a little s torming pa rty, consisting of the: captai n, 
the corpor::ds, four gendarmes, four soldiers, and 
myself, ;and rode into the village, taking up a 
position in a squa re in the ,-e ry centre of it .. A 
shrill hbst was blown upon the bugle, an d the 
villagers awoke to lit\d t he place in the p<>s$es­
sion of the soldiers. 

a hand of brig:rnds, including n 11otori ous chief, 
who had l1et:n wantt:d for yt:ars, and corn;e rning 
whose p resent whe rea bouts we had received 
internig;ence. For some }'ears, I shouad explai n 
htre, I ha,ve been eng~ged periodically in h unt· 
ing down these desperadoes and tht: insurgent 
B ulga.r b;i nids who cause so much trouble. 

The ~iul r: company plo1.1ghed its way in single 
fi[e throu~h tht: semi -liquid deposit, to t he 
accompaniment of the m el:rnc'.holy S(Jla.sh, splash, 
of the horses' hoofs. No other sou11d cou'ld 
be heard sa re an occasional growl from the 
soEdiers. \\ihen we got out in the open country 
the roadls improvedl, and we passtd the little 
village of J ankover at a trot, three abreast. At 
the bridge spanning. the River Cesta tlhe· com· 
mander called a halt, and, h~ving given 
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Immediately a number of men came trooping 
from thei r houses, ready dressed, for the Bulgars 
regard it as a Slllperfluous act to r,emove thefr 
clothes when r,etiri ng for the n ightt. They 
seem,ed much al.arn1ed1 and aoout a score of 
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th~m. in groups of twos and threes, attempted 
to leave the \·illage, but were sternly bidden by 
the guards to remain where they were, an 
admoni tion which i11 each instance was empha­
si2ed with the muzzle of a lo::ided rifle. Soon 
the square was crowded with men, while women 
and childrren peered anxiously from doors and 
windows n111 the surro undnng houses. Captain 
Bey then proceeded to call for the chief of the 
village-a kind or mayor, called th t:: moukhtar­
and oth er officials to be brought before him. 
T hese were· su tlln1oned and promptly a ttendt:d, 
the mouldtlar making a profound obeisance to 
th e ca pta in when the latter questioned him as 
to his identity. 

" I have received informa­
tion, sir, 11 said Ca[ptn in Bey, 
" that you are harbo11riog in 
th is village the ' 1ot oriou:s 
brigand chie(, Gorrshay

1 
and 

some members of his band, 
and Lhat boih arms arnd am­
munition me secreted lu~re. 
I s 'that correct ? " 

"Oh, no., s ir ! ,, emphati­
cally d eclared the official. 
"The man you seek is cer­
t;;dnly not here. " He then 
turned to the other officials 
and asked them if what he 
had said was correct, and 
they replied with a chorus of 
" Yes, yes, yes t " Then, in 
order further to impress their 
veracity !Upon the captain; 
the schoolmaster stepped 
forward and exclaimed :-

instructing him to read it aloud both in Turkish 
and Bulgar, so that all present might testify ilf it 
was true or not. When this was done, and the 
query put, the villagers all replied in chorus, 11 [t 
is true ! It is true 1" 

So far,, everything seemed stra.ightforwa'rd 
enough ; but, afte r a few momen ts' ' hesitat :on, 
Captai n Zia Bey decJared that he was not satis­
fied with this written d eclaration, and tllat h e 
intended to insti tute a thorough search of all 
the houses for arms, amm unition, or insurgents. 
" Ir your s tateme nt that there is no or1e con­
cealed here be true, 11 he conduded, " so much 
the better for you ; if, o.n the other hand, it is 

false) then you must take the 
consequences." 

H e then ordered the gen· 
darmes to 1..rroce.ed with a 
lnoufre-to-house search. 1111 
pairs t hey searched seventy­
nine ho uses1 and found no­
thing incrmminating. T lhe 
eightie th ho use was entered 
by two Mu ssulmans, named 
respeclivd y Corporaa Ismail 
and Private Zani l, one of 
them carrying a lighted lamp 
in his hand . H avingsearched 
o ne room witho ut discover­
ing a nyt hing, they turned 
their attention to a door 
whiclh gave access to a cella r. 
I mmediately the· door was 
ope 'n,ed three shots: rang out, 
the darkness of the cellar 
was pierced with three blind· 
ing Rashes, a nd the two 
gendarmes fell dead! upon 
the ground! 

" The 1nouhhlar speaks 
the truth, Captain Bey. l 
'5 wear it ! " mi:. QU IU.I A) I IN HIS TUR KIS H U RE..<iS-llIS OFFICIAi. So much for the written 

declaration. C aptain Bey 
acted with promptitud e , 
had the house surrounded 

T nis seemed to partially 
convince the officer, who 
p aused reflectiv,ely for a few 

T i TLF. llS u HIS E XCB LLKl"W CV ~tiBIK t-f A OOULL.AH 

QVltLI Aitll HKY l'.l'f'&NO t," 

From a Plrotq. 6y JV. H . J"urlr , l.~I. 

rnoments. Then he said, slowly : " I suppose 
l must be mistaken, and what you have sai d is 
itrue. But before I leave the village I shall requ ire 
y ou to furni sh me with a. written d eclaration that 
n either Gorrshay nor his. associates are \Vithin 
1the precincts of this vilb ge. nor that there are 
either weapons or ammunition secretedl anywhere 
h ere or hereabouts. Are you prepared to sign 
suL·h a docume111 t ~" 

T o this there was a chorus of" We are !'' the 
zea lous. school master further volu nteering to 
write the declaration himself. Writing mater ials 
w ere at once brought, and the schoolmaster 
completed hi~ task and rt:ad out what he had 
~vritten. The captain, having perused the 
document, handed it to one of the corporals1 
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in such a manner that nobody could escape 
from it, and then called for the proprietor. 
A fter some hesita tion a man was pushed for­
ward by the crowd, and it was ascertafr1ed 
tha t his name was N ordau. The captain 
instruc ted him to call upon those inside, in 
Bulgar, to surrender, or the soldiers would fire 
upon them. This N ordau at firs t was d isin­
d ined to d o, b ut at length called out 1n a very 
faint voice. H e was toltl to speak louder, ::ind 
he did so, but no response came from the ins ide. 
Nordau was tlhe n told to shout, an d he sh outed, 
but still no repl.y came. The caprnijn then 
.instructed one of the corporals lo call out, both 
in T mlkish a nd Bulgar, whi ch he did, and in 
response the·re came the sound of men .singing, 
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the notorious Captain 
Gorrsh:ay, who for six 
years had bet!n the head 

of the re,olu1ionary 
movement among 
the Bulgars in the 
north - western por. 
tion of the vilayet of 
l\1 0111astir. H e was 
badly "wanted," and 
it was not likdy that 
he could escape now. 
He contin u ed to 
keep up a brisk fire 

from the wi ndow of the 
house, however, with a 
,·iew to drawing the 
sold icrs out, but the 
latter very wisely kept 
under cover, contenting 
them selves b}' return­
ing bis fire from posi­
tions of safety, and a im­
ing in the directi on from 
whet\c~ his shots C."llllc. 

,,."l'HICMH hUJU..iAN IA .N5 lJASllY.D OUT Of' 11'111:! HOU!i!F., fi'l lUNG ltlKilk t'l!;TVJ:..$. '' Apparently this son 

loudly ;l'nd defi:.lntly, a Buliz;:ir revolutionary 
song. T he corporal waited until the song was 
firn ished, when he repeated his summons, and 
this time a voi ce replied, "Are you a T urk or a 
Bulgar?" 

"Thanks he to God," shouted the corporal, 
" I am a T urlk." 

The reply came immediately after :in the form 
of a bomb, wh ich was h u.r'led through the 
w·indow and exploded outside, b ut fortu nately 
without doing any injury. T his was quickly 
followed by two more bombs, which set tire to 
the thatch of the house. T hen came further 
bomb:s, and, under cover of their explosion 
;rnd the smoke from the burn ing roof, three 
Bulgarians, armed with revolvers, havi ng rifles 
slU1ng across their shouldle::rs, dashed out of the 
house, firing their pistols at the soldiers. T he 
latter promptly fi red back an d two of the insur­
gents fell mortally wounded. The third, 
ant'hough apparently :slightly injured i111 t he leg, 
took refuge ]n the adj1oining house, closing 
the door behind him, and barring it with the 
beam whi ch all these houses have, fitting into 
s lots on either side of the doorway. From this 
position he continued to fire upon us with both 
revolver and riAe. 

In the meantime some of the soldiers had 
forced an entry into the bur~ing: building and 
dragged out the bodies of tbeir dead comrades. 
The insurgent who had taken refuge in the 
adjoining house ha<li already been re<:ogoised as 
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of thing was too slow 
for Corrshay, and he must have realized that he 
was safe ly trapped, for he proceeded to com m it 
a. most foolhnrdy act in order to relea~e him­
S(;; lf, H e;: set fire to the huuse in which he 
was, think ing probably to get away under co,·er 
of the smoke. .As a matter of fact, however, ·it 
madle his posEtion worse than ever. The flames 
shot up fiercely, and lhe form of the notorious 
brigand was clear l)• sil.houetted against the lurid 
glow. fosta.ntly half-a-dozen rifles were le,·elled 
at the ligure. a voll ey rang out, and the ' n e tched 
m:ani dropped baclk out of our view. The fire 
crackled and sputtered, and fiames roan~d out 
of the windows, licking above the eaves. 
Desperately the soldiers strove to eff'ect an 
·entry, but their efforts proved futile; the heat 
was too intense to be withstood. Very soon 
the roof fell in with a cr.aslh, and the flames shot 
u pwards in a column of fire. So perished 
Captain Gorrshay, so long the terror Qf the 
district. 

Upon searching the bodies of th e other two 
brigands: we found in the wtti$tban d of one of 
th em another bomb and two revolvers. Further 
S·e.arch of the village revealed three r ifles- one a 
Mauser, which was recognised as the weapon 
taken from a Turkish soldier who had been 
.assassinated a year before, while on se111try duty, 
on the rail way. l n lhe end tifueen villagers were 
.arrested; including the mendacious moukhtar 
and the schoolmaster, and all were duly 
punished. 
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business! Thns, 
will min every­
thini; ! " At "last 
I inquired what 
was wro11g, a ndl 
he thern informed 
me that a nati.,·e 
chief h<Hli arri\'ed 
from theinuerior, 
occompanied by 
an c:xtensive 're­
tinue, and that 
the main object 
of his visit was 
to off c:::r me l wo 
of his daughters 
in marr·iage ! 

A1t firsl this in­
formal ion some­
what amused me, 
and I confess 
that I laught:d 
outright, muchi 
to ihe annorance 
of the pertmoed 
Shina Bey, who 
toolk the matter 
Yery seriously in­
d eed. H e ex­
plained to me 
that it was no 
laughing matter, 
th at such a 
poten tare was 
all - powerful in 
h is own domin­

.. llAll.l'• A •DOll':N 111,Ll!S 11· 11.RI!. LKVl!'t.Llm A T THP. PICl'RE AlllD .A VOL.LEV RA!l:G ov1·:· ions, and was not 
used to bei ng 

Upon another occasion I had an experience 
which, a lthough embarrassing, wa,s ;it the same 
time not without a humorous side. One 
Mohammed ~nim1 Bey had built a mosqut a t 
Lagos, West Africa, at his own expe:nse, the 
building costing between five and six thousand 
pounds. En recognition of this the Sultan 
conferred a decorration upon him, and I was 
entrusted with the duty of conveying it to him, 
together wi.t'.h the Sultan's 'thanks and a,pprc)\:al. 
I arranged to be present at the opening or the 
mosque1 which was a very elahorate ceTemony, 
and was very largely attended, peopEe tra,·elling 
long dista11ces to be present. Everything went 
smoothly ~nough until the morning of the 
eventful day, when, while sitting in a room of 
Shitta Bey's house, whiclh was situated nea r the 
mosque1 Shitta Bey himself entered in great 
perturbation. For some time he walked up 
and down, apparent1y much exercised in his 
mind, ejaculating continually, " Here''s a pretty 
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thwarted in h is wishes, and that a refrusal on my 
part to wed hns, daughters would be taken hr him 
as a p.ersonal affront and might lead lo all sorts 
of trouble ! This pEaced the matter ir1 ~m alto­
gether different light. J was, and am, a married 
man with a family, and the co ntemplation of 
such am allia nee alarmed me considerably. 

My merrmment subsided suddenly, andl we 
discussed the mauer with mu ch gravity, with a 
view to finding some wfly out of the dilemma. 
It app··ared that the dusky potenttate had been 
travelling for three weeks, by means of canoes 
over the lagoons, and that this offer of his 
daughters to the Sultan's emissary was regardedl 
by him as a fitting honour in commemorati on 
of the auspicious occasivn. The t~sk ~h:it lay 
before us1 of course, was to avoid offending the 
dusky monarch, while at the same time refusing 
his magti:mimous otfe·ring. Finally I decided to 
me·et him, and endeavour lo argue the matter 
with him. The meeting took pfa1ce in the 
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compound attached to ~hitta Bl:y's house. T he 
stalwart savage, surroundc:d by a crowd of 
followers, proceeded to make a most elaboratt! 
speech, which was interpreted to me, a.nd :in 
which he dwelt at great length upon the personal 
charms and the many virtues of hist 11 o daugh ters., 
named respec'ti\·ely Fati 1lfii.'.\ .and Ayesh;"t, whom 
he wished to bestow upon me. He was most 
im pressEve and very e loquent,, but 1 am ::ifraid [ 
did not fully apprec;ia te his eall'n~srness a11d 
manifest good intentions. All the time I was 

lightly. His M:ije-sty wo uld 
not accept this as an ade­
quate excuse, and he pro­
ce-ede-d to re(Jl)' at conside r­
a ltle lengtb, po·i nting out 
that difference of nation­
ality need be no bar, inas­
much as a·ccor<ling to the 
teach ings of the Koran all 
true belie\·ers were breth­
ren,! This placedl 1liie 1i.1po11 
very dangerous g round, 
a.nd for the momt' nt I was 
puul<d what to say in r~ply. 
Then it occurred to me to 
plead the alrt-ady replete 
condition of my qu i\·er, allld 
L proceeded, to the running 
a.ccom panime nt of further 
d~i;:p regrets, to exµlain tha t 
·' my household" (I avoided 
usi:ng the word "wife.1' as 

it w=is ckar that a multiplicity of 
Ind µrn eeis was quite a naturnl 
thing according to His Majesty's 
ideas) was already at its full f'O n1-

ple1t1cnt, and that according to the laws of my 
countr)' l might not add to its num ber. This 
appeared to convince him, he no doubt taking 
the word ''household "-as I had intended hi m 
to - to indicate wives, and I was very grati fi (:d 
when he· accepted thi s ve rsion of my matrimonial 
affairs in good faith and humour, and refraine<l 
from further ex.patialing 011 the irrc::sistible 
personal attractim1s of Fatin1a and Ayesha. L 
have always looked upon that affair, however, as 
one or my narrowest escapes. 

re\"Olvingin my mnnd what tu say in 
reply: how to e>lcuse myself from his 
embarrassing offer without burli ng 
his feelings and ca using a lJotber. At 
length he concluded,.and in res1>onse 
r launded. forth into an elaborate 
harangue, in the course of which I 
thanked him with fulsome gratitude, 
expressed my sense of my unworthi­
ness to accept such an honour, and 
n~ntured to roin t out to him that, 
r:nuch as I should desire to become 
possessed of I wo such treasures. as 
Fat~ma and Ayesha, ret, i11asnrmch 
as we wen: of such diverse nationali­
ties,, such .a n allia.nce most unfortu­
natel Y' appeared to me to be im­
pract.icablt!. \\l itl1 this objection my 
Sfkech co111cluded, and I hoped that 
I had made it clear and reasonable 
that I could not accept his offer. 
But I was not to be le t off so 
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